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of March 31 and tho following night our Allies carried by assault tho strongly fortified Austrian positions on tho Poloniny range (4,000 feet high). In certain places troops got stuck in such dee}> snow that t hoy could neither advance any farther nor rotiro ; iti other places, the charges coining down over the slopes caused avalanches which buried friend and foe under one single groat cover of snow. Notwithstanding "tho grout natural difficulties to bo overcome," the Russians had by April 1 passed Ustrayki and wore approaching Volosate, and only one singlo ridge separated them now from the Usojok lino, in the roar of the pass. Farther to tho west they worn in full possession of the mountain range of the Poloniny, which domi-natoH tho entire road leading from Dvernik by Beroehy (Jorne to Votlina; from thore they threatened tho eastern flank of the Austrian positions round Kalnica. Meantime othor .Russian columns wore pressing from the* north on to the Smolnik-Kalnica lino. On April 1 they captured the important position, of Vola Michova on tho Smolnik-Cwna railway. To tho wont of Vola Michova they had crossed into the Virava valley, reaching tho village of Virava. Thua by now tho whole big loop of tho Banok-Ifomonn railway round Lupkow
and Mezo-Laborcz was in their hands, and the Austrian positions in the mountains between Lupkow and the Vetlina-Zboj road were threatened also from the western flank* "Each day was bringing in new and considerable captures of Austrian prisoners ; especially the Slavs, unwilling fighters for an alien and even hostile cause, were surrendering in big numbers.
On April 2 and 8, very heavy snowfalls were reported from most sectors on the Carpathian front. Fighting subsided for a while. We can measure that to some extent by the number of prisoners taken by the Russians. Whilst on April 1 it had exceeded 7,000, during the next two days it amounted to an average of only about 2,000. - The capture of Vola Michova by the "Russians rendered untenable tho Austrian positions along the entire line from Smolnik to Kalnica. The Austrians withdrew from them, in the course of the following two days, whilst the snowstorm was impeding a vigorous pursuit on the part of our Allies. On reaching tho railway station of Oisna, on April 4, the Russians captured a considerable amount of rolling-stock and big stores of ammunition, which tho Austrians had boon unable to remove. A Russian official communique published on
AUSTRIANS  IN   THE  TRENCHES.
On the left are wounded soldiers, who have been lifted out of the trenches, receiving the Attention
of a member of the Red Cross.